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3 ) 
Curioſity : And I take this Publick 
way to fatisfy it. 

Mr. Meal fays, (a) If Richard had 
allowed the Claptain of his Guard to 
ſecure Fleetwood and Desborough, 
as he undertook to do at the Hazard 
of his Life, he might have been eſta- 
bliſhed ; but the Poor-Spirited Pro- 
tector told him he was afraid of 
Blood. Poor-Spirited indeed, for 
refuſing to be eſtabliſhed by Blood 
in a poſſeſſion he had no Right to! 
But, (3) as Richard Cromwel Was 
innocent of all the Evil bis Father 
had done, ſo it appears, much to 
his. Praiſe, how he declined to con- 
tinue that Evil by the addition of 
bis own Guilt. Thus he might very 
well be enabled to (c) return to a pri- 
ware Life with more Satisfaction 
than when he was advanced to the 
T Sovereign*ty : Which fets him in 2 


= —ageh fuperiour Light to that his 


_— : is plat in, where the Hi⸗ 


ſtorian 
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priſing that Men of Learning and - 4 
good Senſe ſhou'd be ſo intoxicated, 


259.” (g) pag. 240. (66) pag. 2 36. 


187 
ſtorian relates (a) how he diſſolved the 
Parliament by a File of Muſqueteers, 
#mployed a Major to conduct the 
Speaker out of the Chair, and ordered 
a Common Soldier to take away that 
Fool's Bauble the Mace. Richard 
had not a right Spirit for ſuch extra- 
ordinary Worb, (e) who, in his Younger 
Years (we are inform'd) had not all 
that Zeal for Religion as was the 
Paſhion of the Times. Nor, does 
he ſeem to have had a Taſte for the 
Style of the Times, if we may judge -” 
by his (f) Letter to the Univerfiry of =_ 
Oxford, in Reſignation of the Chan- 
cellorſhip ; which is expreſsd in a 
manner very different from the Cant 8 
of Oliver, or 'Monk's (g) Fumes of wt 


Fanaticiſm. Burt 1t 1s ſtrangely ſur- 
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with ſuch Funes, by King C harles II. 
(b) when His Majeſty ſaid his Prayers. = 
B 2 ; with n 
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with ſuch an audible Voice in the 
Room adjoyning, that the Miniſters 
might hear him, „ while he thank 
« ed God that he was a covenanted 
& King, and hoped the Lord wou'd 
« give him an humble, meek, for- 
« giving Spirit, c. Upon which 
Old Mr. Caſe lift up his Hands to 
Heaven, and bleſſed God, who bad 
given them a praying King. 

Io return to Fleetwood and De/- 
borough, where Mr. Meal ſays, (i) 
Thus was the Grandeur of Cromwel's 


Family deſtroyed by the Pride and 


Reſentment of ſome of it s own Branch- 
es: Fleetwood had married the Widow 
of Ireton, one of Oliver's Daugh- 
zers, and being diſappointed of the 
Protectorſhip by his Hill, was deter- 


mined that no „ angle Perſon ſhould be 
His Superior. Desborough, who had 


married Oliver's Sifter,. jcined in the 


fatal Conſpiracy. 


After 


© Vok 4. pag..210 


37 
After this we have a Letter from 
Mr. Henry Cromwel, Lord Lieute- 


nant of Ireland, to his Brother Lieu- 
tenant General Fleetwood, in which 


are the following Words, (4) “ Let 


« me beg you to remember how 


te his late Highneſs loved you; how 


« he honoured you with the higheſt 
« Truſt, by leaving the Sword in 
« your Hand, which muſt defend 
« or deftroy us. And his declaring 
* your Highneſs his Succeſſor, ſhews, 

© that he left it there to preſerve 
him and his Reputation.” (/ From 
theſe and ſome atber of his Letters 
(ſaith our Hiſtorian) 'zrs natural 10 
conclude that L. G. Fleetwood was 
at the Head of th: Councils that de- 
poſed Richard, which might be owing 
either to his Commonwealth Principles, 
or to his diſappointment of his Pro- 
tectorſhip. However, when he found 
he cou'd net keep the Army within 
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Bounds, who were for new Changes, 
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(©) 
he retired from publick Bufineſs, and 
ſpent the remainder of his Life pri- 
vately among his Friends at Stoke- 
ee where he died ſoon af- 
ter the Revolution, being more re- 
markable for Piety aud Devotion than 
for Courage or deep Penetration in 
Politics. 
can ſay nothing to the private 
Evidences which help the Hiſtorian 
to conclude naturally: But the Evi- 
dence he has truſted the World 
with appears no better, to me, than 
ſomething between the Poſſible and 
the Probable. Not, that I am in the 
Jeaſt Pain about any Crutches he can 
bring to ſupport his Concluſion : For 
I very frankly declare that, if Lt. Gen. 
Fleetwood was the Occaſion of pulling 
down the U/urpation, I ſo far va- 
fue my ſelf upon being his Deſcen- 
dant. And if he aimed at a Com- 
monwealth, it was more eligible than 
the other Form, in my Judgment. 
But, if he meant his own Succeſ- 
tion; 


(67 
ion; I ſhou'd be aſhamed of the 
Deſign, and wou'd rejoice. in the 
diſappointment ; becauſe of the glo- 
rious Conſequences which followed 
to make us the happy People we now 
are. I am therefore ſo fond of ſuch 
a piece of Hiſtory, that I thou'd 
have no Delight in ſeeing it confu- 
ted. However, 1 take upon me to 
give the Lye to the malicious Mo- 
tives our Hiſtorian has aſſign d: And 
I here pronounce them to be Scar-. 
dalous and Falſe. Indeed it looks 

extreamly gracious in- Mr. Meal to 
leave the General his Piety and De- 
votion, ſince he might have can- 
cell'd them when his hand was in 
as a Judge of Man's Heart: And I 
think that wou'd have been leis un- 
becoming the Character of a Divine, 
than to unite them with ſuch wicked 
Pride and Reſentment. But tis fit 
Mr. Weal ſhou'd be told that he has 
no more Right to (#7) ranſac the 
very Heart than Biſhop Harlenet had, 


tm) Vol -2.-pag. 23%: In 


5 Re 
In relation to General \Flerwotd's 
Courage and Politicks, I do believe 
it is impoſſible for Mr. Meal and I 
to maintain a Diſpute for any other 
Play than that of dry Affirming and 
Denying. So I ſhall only oppole his 
Reflection with the Credit of Oliver 
Cromwel's known Courage and deep 
Penetration in Politicks. For, if it 
was really the Deſign of Oliver to de- 
clare Fleetwood his Succeſlor, 'tis na- 
tural to conclude, that he had quite 
different 'Thoughts of his Generat 
from Mr. Ve and his Informers 
both Spiritual and Temporal. But, 
if Oliver declared what he never in- 
tended, — it is an unlucky Fact in 
Proof of the moſt odious Repreſenta- 
tion that is given of him by the worſt 
of his Enemies. Here the Hiſtorian 
is welcome to pleaſe his own Fancy, 
and chooſe for himſelf. | 
Whether General Fleetwood retired 
from Publitk Buff neſs to Stoke-New- 


ington, or not, is of no conſequence 
3 3 o 


69) 

to any body, in the World, except 
the Hiſtorian. But, I think it is 
of ſome conſequence to have it known 
that there was a Time when General 
Fleetwood did retire in diſlike to 
the Proceedings againſt the King's 
Life : Which I now publiſh as an 
honour to his Name, and his Po/fer:zy. 
And I leave the Fact to be accounted 
for by the Hiſtorian's decp-Ppenetra- 
tion in Hearts. 

The next thing I am diſpoſed to 
take notice of, is Mr. Meal's great 
Candour and Impartiality in the Caſe 


* of Dr. Owen. Our Hiſtorian informs 


us, (a) that the Wallingford- Hou/e 
Party, of which Fleetwood and Deſ- 
borough were the Head, invited 
Dr. Owen and Dr. Manton o their 
Conſultations. Dr. Owen went 10 
Prayer before they enter d on Buſi- 
neſs, but Dr. Manton being late before 
he came, heard a loud Voice from 


within {aying, He muſt down, and be 
C all 


(n) Vol. 4. pag. 209; 


\ 
| 
R 
+ 
> 
- 
# 
} 
{is 
# 
o 
5 
þ 
. 
1 
} 
i 
L 
g 
2 73 
} 
| 
i 
= 
iy 
. 
by 
4 
: 
„ 
? 
5 
} 
0 
4 
42 
b 
1 
N 


(20) 


ſpall dom. Manton knew the Voice 


70 be Dr. Owen's, and underſtood hin 
to mean the Depoſing of Richard, and 
therefore would not go in. But the 

Writer of Dr. Owen's Life d. ſcredito | 
this Story; tho, in my opinion, tis 
very probable, for the Dofor inclined 


to a Commonwealth Government; 


He fided with the Army, and drew up 


their Addreſs againſt Oliver's being 
King ; upon which he declined in the 


Protector s Favour, and as Joon as 
Richard became Chancellor of Oxford, 


he turned him out of the Vice-Chan- 
cellorſhip. 

This part of the Hiſtory I ſhall 
confront with a Quotation from the 


Memoirs of Dr. Owen's Lite, done 


by a Perſon whoſe good Character 
1s no more to be queſtion'd than the 


Hiſtorian's: And I make no ſcruple 


to add that Mr. Ay went upon as 


good Authorities as Mr. Meal can 


ond to. I have the Originals: 


Mr, Meal has long profeſs d a value 
D | Sos 


En 
for the Hand which wrote them; 
and he might have ſeen them for 
asking. From theſe Originals were 
tranſcribed the Memoirs of Dr. Owen's 
Life, publiſhed by Mr. Ay in 1721. 
From hence I take the following 
Account, vis. September 3, 1658. 


Oliver Cromwell died, and his Son 


Richard was made Protector of the 
Commonwealth, but did not lon 

continue in that high Station : The 
Officers of the Army brought in the 
Members of the old Parliament, who 
compell'd him to refign. Theſe were 
turn d out by Lambert, and a Com- 
mittee of Safety erected: But they 
were ſoon after brought in again by 
General Monk, with the ſecluded 
Members, who when they met, voted 


for a new Parliament to fit at Weſt- 


minſter ; and theſe were the Inſtru- 
ments that brought in the King. We 


were oblig d to tale notice of theſe 


things, becauſe Dr. Owen is ſuppos d, 
by the intereſt he had in ſome Officers 
C-2 of 


"i 
5M 


Tos) 

of the Army, who met at Wallingford- 
Houſe (of which ſome few were Mem- 
bers of his Church) to have had a 
chief hand in the alteration of the 
Government, which happen d at that 
time. To his Art of perſwaſion, it ſeems 
this change was owing, and it is in- 
finuatea, that this was done out of 
Party-ZLeal, or Reſentment, becauſe 
his Friends were not permitted to hold 
the Reins in their own hand. This 
charge is brought againſt him in a 
Bool entitled, Reliquiæ Baxterianæ. 
dig. That Dr. Owen, and his At- 
« fiftants did the main Work: He 
gather d a Church at Lieutenant- 
Gerl Fleetwood's Quarters, at | 

Malling ford. Houſe, conſiſting of 
the active Officers of the Army. 
(This Church. gathering has been 
the Church ſcattering Project.) In 
this Aſſembly it was determin'd 
that Richard's Parliament muſt be 
diſſolv'd, and then he quickly fell 
himſelf. A 1 it is ſaid, that 
4 Dr. 
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40 Dr. omen was the chief that head- 


« ed the Independents in the Army 
ce with the greateſt height, confi- 
« dence, and applauſe ; and that he 
« was the great perſwader of Fleet. 
« wood, Desborough, and the reſt of 
« the Officers of the Army, who 
ec were his gather d Church, to com- 
« pel Richard Cromwell to diſſolve 
« his Parliament.“ Mr. Baxter has 
not oblig d the M. orld by producing his 
Vouchers for is, which method in the 
like inſtances he calls Slander. Tis 
pity Mr. Baxter did not publiſh this 
account in the Doctor's life-time, for 

then doubtleſs he wou have ſet the 


matter in a juſt light; but fince "tis 


* 


otherwiſe, we muſt take leave to ob. 


ſerve that Hiſtorians, on whoſe credit 
ve receive an account of the Trans- 
actions of thoſe Times are filent as 10 
this matter, particularly Whitlock 
in his impartial Memoirs (as Mr. 
Baxter him/elf calls them) ſays nothing 
Hit; and it may be Party-Zeal (to 
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ſpeak the beſt of it) might carry that 
reverend Author beyond his Evidence 
but to all ſuch intimations we ſhall 
ſubjoin the Doctor s ownwvindication 0 
himſelf, which conſidering his known 
Character in the World, will (we hope) 
obtain credit beyond unatteſted Aſſer- 
tions to the contrary. It ſeems the 
Popiſh Author of a Book intitled, 
Fiat lux, had charg'd the Doctor with 
having had a hand in the late Troubles 
in the Nation, and affirm d (they are 
his own Words) «© That he was part 
« of that diſma] Tempeſt, which 
* overbore all before it, not only 
« Church and State, but Reaſon, 
“ Right, Honeſty, all true Religi- 
« on, and even Good- nature too.” 
To this the Doctor replies with juſt 
reflections on the Author s deſperate 
Malice, and vindicates himſelf in 
theſe Words, viz. « To deliver you, 
« if it may be, from the like mi{- 
« carriages for the future, let me in- 
“ form you, that the Author of the 
2 e Ani 
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« Animadverſions is a Perſon that 


« never had a hand in, nor gave 
« conſent to the raiſing of any War 
« in theſe Nations, nor to any Po- 
« litical Alteration in them, no, not 


« to any one that was amongſt us, 
« during our revolutions ; but he 


« acknowledges that he liv'd and 
« acted under them the things where- 
« in he thought his duty conſiſted, 


« and challenges all Men to charge 


„ him with doing the leaſt perſonal 


« injury to any Man, profeſſing him- 


« ſelf ready to give ſatisfaction to any 
« one that can juſtly claim it.” Ve 


have alſo another teſtimony of his own 
innocence in this matter, in his anſwer 
to that  flanderous Book, whereof one 
Vernon, a High-Church Clergyman 
in Glouceſterſhire, was the Author, 
which Libel was anſwer d by Sir 
Thomas Overbury, and by the Doctor 
diſtinftly. He brings ds [ame charge 
againſt the Doctor as Mr. Baxter 
4 done; and what does the Doctor 


h 


- LO 
- » * 
” 
A \ "R - a 
' * * + ot NGO. - 
2 _ = = _ » Abd n WK 1 — 9 — - 
7 2 2 a R . T w 1 — 8 Y - — 
n G <= _ 7 5 n, — — * y Se 9 N e „„ * r — . : 8 2 — — - 2 wo 
7 FE 2 N * A — 1 8 — 9 l a nd C - a rum 
— gar Men. v= hre Nt 2 * De 1 n = . 1 1 5 Lo 
— 82 n 5 7 W 2 * 4 I 2 * n 8 * & * — 
. IST rx watts,” Bt 2 >: - 8 . - ne. Bis * NESS * 5 — Py * * — — = = 
CE — — ö ——.—. — 
wy 1 * wy * 7 * 2 * v * * 
— „ * wats y a ay) _— " 
. 1 — — n or 8 
. £ \ - ——— Þ . 1 
q 1 * — - 


. 
oY — 
8 N 


3 
Ea Go o 
ig 


——— 
e 
. 
r 


— . 
2 . n 


- . p 
— r 
1 A ON 7 — 8 - 
TR . — a 
_— HT om 


(16) 

reply? „ Of the ſame nature (ſays 
he) is what he affirms of my being 
« the Inſtrument in the ruin of 
© Richard Cromwell, with whoſe ſet- 
« ting up, and pulling down, I had 
«© no more to dothan himſelf.” Having 
ſet this matter in this juſt light, we 
doubt not but every impartial Reader 
will think the Doctor ſufficiently vin- 
dicated from a charge that was not 
fupported by any Evidence, and ap- 
pears not to have the leafs founda- 
tion. 

What I have here bright from 
the Memoirs of Dr. Owen's Sake is a 
manifeſt contradiction to the account 
our Hiſtorian gives 1n this particular. 
When matters of Fact are conteſted 
by Party-Authorities, J am ſenſible, 
there will be a Bya/s in the Reader: 
Yet, when a Perſon of Dr. Owens 
eſtabliſh'd Reputation anſwers for 
himſelf to a Charge, one may expect 
to have his Declaration more regard- 


ed than the Suggeſtions of an Adver- 
fſary. 
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617) 
fary. And thus I leave it to the 
Reader, with this addition from the 
Memoirs, that the Boo: call Fiat lux, 
was written by John Vincent Lane, 
a Franciſcan Friar; wherein under 


the pretence of recommending Mode 
ration and Charity, he with a great 


deal of ſubtilty invites men over to 
the Church of Rome, as the only in- 


fallible cure of all Church-diviſiums : 


Two Impreſſions of this Book were 


printed off before the Doctor had ſeen 


it; at length it was ſent him by a 
Perſon of Honour, who defired bin 70 
write an anſwer to it; which he did 
in a very ſhort time: ' This Anſwer 
bears the Title of Animadverſions on 
Fiat lux, by @ Proteſtant ; hic b2- 
ing generally accepted, wo the 
Friar very angry, ſo that he publiſhed 
a Sheet or two by way of reply, which 
produc d the Doctor's anſwer, entitled, 
A Vindication of Animadverfions 07 
Fiat lux, ro which never any reply was 
given. This Book recommended him 10 

D the 


(18 ) 
the eſteem of the Lord Chancellor 
Hide, who, by Sir Bulſtrode Whitlock 
ſent for him, and acknowledg'd the 
Service of his late Books againſt Fiat 
lux; aſſuring him that he had de- 
ſerv'd the beſt of any Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant of late Years ; and that for 
theſe performances the Church was 
bound to own and advance him; 
and at the ſame time he offer d 
him preferment if he wou d accept 
. 
Mr. Meal was a Subſcriber to the 
very Book which contains the Me- 

Moirs of Dr. Owen's Life; and the 
Doctor's own Reflections on a Han- 
derous Libel againſt himſelf, in a 
Letter to Sir Thomas Overbury. It is 
therefore a little ſtrange that he ſhou'd 
lay aſide the Hiſtorian, to deliver his 
Opinion in favour of ſuch a Story 
as he relates about Dr. Manton. I 
will not inſiſt on the poſſibility of 
Dr. Manton's miſtaking a Voice; but 
it was certainly more than poſſible 
| for 


(19) 

for him to miſtake the Application 
of Words he heard, when his Ears 
were not in the fame Room with the 
Mouth which utter'd: And it may 
be confider'd how far an Open- Door 
will agree with ſuch Cloe-Con/ulta- 
tions. As the Words were, only, an- 
der ſtood to mean the Depofins of 
Richard, they might, really, have meant 
the Downfall of Antichriſt : And, 

in my Opinion, tis very probable, for 
Dr. Owen knew better than to de- 
nounce ſo abſolutely from any Au- 
thority that was capable of being 
3 And ſhall a Story thus 
founded upon Conjecture, be admit- 
ted, by Mr. Meal, in direct contra- 
diction to Dr. Ouen's poſitive Decla- 
ration concerning himſelf? This is 
ſuch an aſſault upon the Doctor's Ve- 
racity, that I cou'd not bear to have 
it ſtand uncenſur'd; and, for that 
reaſon (alone) I concern'd my ſelf 
withthisPartofthe Hiſtory; —having 
no Objection to the Contents of the 
. 03-2 Charge. 


TW} 
Charge, 1 hope it may be athrm'd, 
without Reflection, that Dr. Owen 
was exceeded by none of his Cotein- 
poraries in any good Quality what- 
ever: And I will venture through 
all Mr. Meal's diſpleaſure to aſſert 
my Truſt in Dr. Owen's Teſtimony 
concerning himſelf, in oppoſition to 
every Report. | 
Now, aſter all this perſonal Par- 
tiality, I muſt do our Hiſtorian the 
juſtice to own that he has generouſly 
told us how the Spirit of Perſecution 
haunted all Denominations more or 
leſs; and moſt appear'd when the 
Shiritual Guides had the greateſt In- 
fluence. All Parties, we find will 
have their Gathering and their Scat- 
tering Projects in Church and State. 
From whence is natural to conclude, 
that they, who are in the Saddle, will 
keep their Seat as long as they can; 
whilſt they, who wou'd be there, 
will be ever joſtling and jockying 
for it. In what manner this has been 
verity'd, 


(2 
verify d, I refer to the 244th page of 
the 4½% Volume; where Mr. Meal, 
in one ſhort Period, very comprehen- 
fvely informs his Reader that, as zhe 
Army and Independants vver-reached 
the Presbyterians in 1648, the Preſ- 
byterians, in conjunction with the Scots, 
blew up the Independants in 1659, 
and next Year the Epiſcopal Party, 
by an artful management of the cre- 
dulous Presbyterians, undermined and 
deceived them both. 

When Power is engaged on the 
fide of Juſtice and Mercy to Man- 
kind, it is a glorious Truſt: But, to 
ſee ſuch an advantage employ'd, by 
a reaſoning ſociable Creature, to tor- 
ment it's own Nature,—is ſhocking ; 
and when Religion is transform'd i into 
the Tool of Perſecution, —'tis beſt 
repreſented by a Fallen Angel. How 
Power has been poſſeſs d and abus'd 
by all Denominations, is too plain in 
the Hiſtory before us: Tho' I muſt 
obſerve that the ſmalleſt Share of 

Guilt 


128 
Euilt ſeems to lie upon the Indepen- 
dants here; which might be owing 
to the noble Principle they profeſs d, 
of () an Univerſal Toleration. But, 
it moves me when I read how the 
poor Independants became (p) Peti- 
 tioners for Toleration againſt their 
Brethren, the Presbyterians, who 7 
were enchanted with the Beauties of 
Covenant Uniformity. J am fo re- 
mote from any Party-Aim in this 
Remark, that I ſincerely declare my 
Reſpect has Eſteem for both Deno- 
 minations to be ſo equally divided, as 
leaves me at a loſs where to give the 
Right Hand of Fellowſhip. 

Every Party, we fee, had an In- 
ſtrument—or a ſolemn League and 
Covenant; — or Something as good 


to make a 26% of: and a might be 


thought, by their Owners, unexcepti- 


onable enough to be complied with. 
This will be eaftily ſuppoſed by any 
an 


(o) Vol. 4. pag. 88. (7) pag. 70. Vol. 3. pag. 
304, 305, 310. (9) Vol. 3. pag. 310. 
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Man who examines himſelf, becauſe 
he may recollect a time when he be- 

lieved ſo infallibly well of his own 
Opinions as to conclude a little un- 
reaſonably againſt a different way of 
Thinking. Yet, the leaſt Conſidera- 
tion makes it ſelf-evident that every 
Mortal (except his Holineſs at Rome) 
may miſtake, and therefore can have 
no Right to oblige People to believe 
more than they can. To be ſerious, 


how wretched is the Condition of 


that Pcople whoſe Conſciences, Bo- 
dies and Eſtates muſt be ſubject to 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny ] On 
the contrary, how happy is that Ma- 


ion, where the Conſcience is left 


free; where all are ſubject to Laws 


of their own making, and alike pro- 
tected by them | 

We read how it has been with all 
our Anceſtors, in their Turns: We 
feel how it is with Us now.—The 
one fairly ſet againſt the other, can 
admit of no Difficulty in the Option. 


There 
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There was a time when, our Hiſtorian 
tells us, Cromwell had lived ten 
or twelve Years longer, Epiſcopacy 
might have been loft beyond Recovery. 

Now Epiſcopacy is in the full and 
ſafe Poſſe 7 on of Dignities and Emo- 
luments. The time was when Di/- 
ſenters were perſecuted by Church- 
men, and by one another :— That 
evil Spirit 1s ſuppreſs d, and we are 
now ſecure in Liberty, under the 
moſt righteous tiheratful Government 
of a Prince, who is a determin'd 
Enemy to Perſecution, and who can- 
not be outdone in Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtaut Intereſt, or the Good of his 
Subjets. This being our preſent 
happy Caſe, ſurely we never can be 
mad enough to give a common Enemy 
the Diverſion of drawing Us in to 
diſparage the Revolution, to diſturb 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, or to aſſiſt 
in alienating the Affections of the 
People from King George, his Family 
and his Adminiſtration. The 2 
teftant 
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miniſtration, and by what Party their 
Liberties began to be i with 
an Act to diveſt them of their na- 


zural Right as Parents. And, if 


the firſt Attack was ſo violent, the 
leaſt that cou'd have been fear' d, 
from the next, was to be deprived of 
their Legal Right to Vote at Elec- 
tions, .as Engliſhmen. It is abſurd, 
then, to ſuppoſe a Proteſtant Dif- 
ſenter can be deluded, by any pre- 
tence, to Fore ſuch Perſons into a 


Capacity of taking away their Votes. 


They muſt believe againſt Demon- 


ſtration to expect the Friendſhip of 


| a Party, which never poſſeſs d the 
© Power that did not aſſault their Li- 
berties. And if the laſt Act of Power 
had: the Cruelty to oppreſs them in 
ſo tender a point as the: Education 
of their Children——, I don't ſee 


how it is poſſible for the Diſſenters | 


to have wy Evidenceof a Converſion, 
« -_ without 


tefant Diſſenters particularly ſhou d 
remember in whoſe Reign and Ad- 
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without a deſperate Experiment; — 
which, I know, they are too Wiſe 
to try. 


Before I take my leave of this 
Hiſtory, I muſt congratulate my 
Countrymen that they are not peſ- 
ter d with the (7) Ordinance of 1649. 
The Preamble of which ſets forth, that, 


d Whereas divers Scandalous and Se- 


te ditiousPamphlets are daily printed, 
te and diſperſed with officious Induſ- 
« try, by the malignant Party, both 
«© at Home and Abroad, with a de- 
te ſign to ſubvert the preſent Govern- 
« nent, and to take off the Aﬀec- 
« tions of the People from it, it is 
& therefore Ordained, 

That the Author of every Sedi- 
« tious Libel or Pamphlet {hall be 
&« fined Ten Pounds, or ſuffer Forty 
Days Impriſonment. The Printer 
Five Pounds, and his Printing- 
Preſs to be broken. The Book- 
ſeller Forty Shillings; the Buyer 
„ Twenty 
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(ir) Vol. 4. pag. 17, 18. 
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« Twenty Shillings, if he conceals 

4 it, and does not deliver it up to 

. a Juſtice of Peace. It is further 

„ Ordained, That no News-Paper 

te ſhall be printed, or fold without 

« Licence, under the Hand of the 

« Clerk of the Parliament, or the 

ce Secretary of the Army, or ſuch 
& other Perſon as the Council of 

ce State ſhall appoint. No Printing- 

« Preſſes are to be allowed but in 

 ©« TLondon, and in the two Univer- 

e. f77es. All Printers are to enter in- 

& to Bonds of three Hundred Pounds 

« not to print any Pamphlet againſt 

« the State, without Licence, as a- 

66 foreſaid, unleſs the Author's or 

% Licenſer's Name, with the Place 

« of his Abode, be prefixed. All 

“ Importers of Seditious Pamphlets 

| © are to forfeit Five Pounds for e- 

| © very ſuch Book or Pamphlet. No 

e Books are to be landed in any 

« other Port but that of London, 

« and to be viewed by the Maſter 

> ma 


1 0 wed Wunden m the Company of 


7 Stationers. This A& to continue in 
{© Force for two Yeats: 


This Letter wou'd have waited on 
- you ſooner, if ithad not been detain'd 
by private Reaſons, Mr. Meal and 
Mr. Aly are the only Authors 1 
have to do with. You. put me upon 
turning over the Hiſtory; which 
made it neceflary for me to lo okin- 
to the Memoirs: And, in return, I 
make you accountable for the Con- 
ſequences. 


Jam, 
Y our very Humble Servant. 


Tebruary | ft, 
1733-9. . | 
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